April 25, 2006

Right now, talk, not oil, is cheap.
Shortsighted solutions will not be ef-
fective. I urge my colleagues to work
together on behalf of all Americans.
Our Nation certainly has the will to
evolve our actions and the capability
to meet these challenges.

———————

HONORING THE CAREER OF DAN
PIERCECCHI

(Mr. McCOTTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McCOTTER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to acknowledge and honor
the career of a gentleman I have known
for almost 20 years, Mr. Dan
Piercecchi, who will be receiving a life-
time achievement award.

Dan has dedicated his life to public
service throughout Michigan, having
served on the Inkster Parks and Recre-
ation Commission and then being
elected to the Inkster City Council. He
has also served on the Livonia Plan-
ning Commission and is currently a
proponent and a champion of municipal
government throughout America.

He is also a very dedicated activist to
our own Grand Old Party, and he was
one of the first people I ever met when
I became involved in politics. He has
the wisdom, sagacity, and tenacity of
an old bull, and this young bull would
like to thank him very much for the
example he set of what one of man of
integrity can do to move mountains.

———
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FREE ACT

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, crude
oil prices have exceeded previous
records set after Hurricane Katrina,
reaching over $75 a barrel. This sum-
mer, Americans are expected to pay
significantly more at the pump than
last summer. In the meantime, oil
companies continue to rake in record
profits.

During five town hall meetings I held
in Michigan in the past 2 weeks, the
price of gasoline was the most trou-
bling for my constituents. There are
currently no Federal laws against price
gouging. The only way the Federal
Trade Commission can even attempt to
prosecute unfair pricing is through
antitrust and antimonopoly laws. To
date, the FTC has never brought a gas
price gouging case to court.

Recently, President Bush ordered an
investigation into gas prices. However,
because the Federal Government does
not have a clear definition of what
price gouging is, the FTC can do little
more than study the issues. But we
have had enough studies. Last Sep-
tember, I introduced a bill to increase
the Federal Government’s ability to
prosecute price gougers. My bill, the
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Federal Response to Energy Emer-
gencies Act, FREE Act, will provide
the FTC and the Department of Justice
with the authority to investigate and
to prosecute those who engage in pred-
atory pricing, from oil companies down
to distributors, with an emphasis on
those who profit most.

The FREE Act will also allow State
attorneys general to investigate unfair
pricing practices. This includes the
gouging of gasoline, home heating oil,
and natural gas. The Federal Govern-
ment has a responsibility to act re-
sponsibly and prevent price gouging,
and I urge a vote on my legislation.

———

PRESIDENT SHOULD VETO
SUPPLEMENTAL SPENDING BILL

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, with a
record deficit and national debt, now is
the time for Congress to practice fiscal
discipline, even where funding the war
on terror is concerned.

While I have supported our troops
and funding the rebuilding and recon-
struction efforts along the gulf coast, I
could not bring myself to support re-
cent emergency funding legislation
that left this House of Representatives
at some $92 billion, including many ele-
ments that the President of the United
States thought were unnecessary.

Well, if things were bad before, they
just got worse. Madam Speaker, the
Senate is working on the emergency
supplemental bill, and it is now at
$106.5 billion and rising, including such
unrelated measures as $3 million for
southern and eastern Kentucky tour-
ism and $900,000 for Dartmouth College,
to name two.

Let us support funding the war on
terror and support the families and
communities affected by the hurri-
canes that hit the gulf coast, but let us
do it in a fiscally responsible way. This
legislation has become a fruit basket of
spending unrelated to our war efforts
and Katrina; and I say plainly, Mr.
President, veto this bill.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DRAKE). Members should direct re-
marks to the Chair and not to the
President.

———

REACH OUT TO MODERATE
PEOPLE OF IRAN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, anyone
following the news knows that tension
is growing in our relations with Iran.
But as we consider our response to this
situation, let us be clear about where
the problem lies.

H1685

The problem is with the radical new
leadership of Iran, President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, and his extremist re-
gime. It is not with the good people of
Iran, who have shown openness to free-
dom and moderation.

Historically, Iran has been a center
of culture and civilization. Millions of
Iranians still value these things and
seek a future with greater freedom and
individual liberty. We must be reach-
ing out to these people through diplo-
macy, person-to-person diplomacy and
other ways to encourage their desire
for freedom.

The idea of nuclear weapons falling
into the hands of a leader who calls the
Holocaust a myth and openly says
Israel should be wiped off the map is
unthinkable and must be addressed.
But the best way to do that is through
reaching out to the moderate people of
Iran who want better for their country
than the current regime, not through
military action.

———

MEDICARE SUCCESS STORY

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to share yet another success
story from a senior who is saving
money with Medicare prescription drug
coverage. These stories are plentiful,
and it is important we share them with
the American people so seniors will
know the truth. They could be saving
thousands of dollars a year with Medi-
care part D.

Mrs. Cornelia Kinnebrew lives in
Rome, Georgia, in my district. Like
many seniors, Ms. Kinnebrew’s medica-
tion costs were astronomical. She was
paying more than $700 a month for her
drugs, a huge portion of her monthly
budget.

Well, after contacting my office, Ms.
Kinnebrew is signed up for a Medicare
prescription drug plan. We discovered
that she qualified for the additional
help available to our low-income sen-
iors, and I am incredibly pleased to re-
port that now, with Medicare part D,
Cornelia Kinnebrew pays only $37 a
month for her prescription drugs. That
is a savings of nearly $700 every month.

Madam Speaker, the initial enroll-
ment deadline for Medicare part D is
May 15. With 3 weeks left to sign up, it
is extremely important we put people
over politics and help ensure all seniors
have the opportunity to enroll.

My message to seniors is this: with
Medicare part D, the D stands for deliv-
ers. The President and this Republican-
led Congress have done just that. Take
advantage of it.

——

GAS PRICES

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,

gas prices are the topic right now, so
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